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to the Inhabitants of Colcheſter and 
Parts adjacent ; : 


For them to read over, and weigh with 


due and ſerious Confideration, | in the bleſſed 
Fear of the LORD. 
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By THO MAS BATLE. 


Hear Counſel, and receive Infiruftion, t that thou may- 
et be Wiſe i in thy latter end. 
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TESTIMONY 


True Love ſent "W-'4 ( more eſpecially ) 


He Univerſal Love and ſfredGrice of God to'man 
Kind, js again, ( altcr a Jad anddeplorable night of 
darknci,) revealed and thewed unto thoulands, who 
haye waited upon limin his holy Light, 2nd Heayen 
Ivy manite(tation in their hearts and Conforcnces ; and teſtified 
of, and barti witnels unto, id this-our age and generition ; for 
to enjoy which, what fighing, What breathing for, and foul- 
traveling al\cr, ( ina holy hunger and Mhirſt, in deep exerci(c 
and travel of Spirit, in 4 holy faith and Tear in the Lord) hath 
there becn Þy many 1n foriner dayes andtyncs, {me yet Ny 
are ab'e to 51ve ſome teltfihony thereof; And this happy an 
bleſſed appearance of the Lord, to the calt and reſtitution of 
mankiad, to this his great Kindnels 1n Jeſus Chriſt, hath beeg 
ſounded fortit in this place and parts, and that truly I, may 
ſay, according tothe Nature of it, which 1s free, ind offiveeſat, 
and plentious, from the Ged and Father of it; -and "thar ye 
largly, with clearnels and certainty, by|his Servants, His. Mel 


ſcengers and Miniltcrs, whohercin this Town and County have. 


laboured, tor ſcvcral years by paſt, both by word and writihg 
And the Lord hath given them teryencie, of Spitir, Zeal and 
courage, and allo utterance in judgoent atid under! aiding, 
that ſinners might bc cohverted utito him, and peoples a 
o4in, to partake of that heavenly bleſſed life, ( whic x 
truc light which now ſhines is made manifeſt) whith.the 
and pcople of the Lord partaked of ig the pritltiveti 
notwithſtandins, this certain 'and i fallivle teſflonotiy, | 
hath been hel, torrh' in” this lace fot hete 1d ears pa y 
kindnc(s, tenderneſs, and love unfeigned, wir freens $,, £ 
bring Souls home to the Lord,” yet what datkneſs, ſecyyi 

and inſeakbility of heart and nung 1s there. 1 jng it - g 


— 


<< BBS po yet 
a 4534s 


(4) 


Conſccnces and Spirits of the generality of you, as 1t there 
were no tuck thing as Religion in truth and righteouinels to be 
ned, 15 tthe Lord God 12d turlaken the habitable parts of 
teeth formanto iveinihe perverſe wayes of his own heart, 
anc as it YOU IN a Outuved thar belict, which formerly was as a 
anding Pri Cp! © or Faith 1 peoples minds, of comcing to 
Tudy JF HNCUr tor the deecs done 11 the body, both the quick and 
the de ad, the goud and the bad (as the Scriptures teltitic of ) 
and that there is mn tuch thing to be as punithment unto the 
evil doer, tribulation, anguih and. pan upon every foul that 
doth evil ; nor rew ard ot lite eternal to them thar do well, 
And this oreat evil ( wluch 1s falle hearts, eale and Lecurity 11 
the I) aboundeth very much amongſt YOu, CVCN 1N and 
amoigit you my 1 Neighbours, Townſinen knd Acquamtance, 
and the conlideration thereot with grict and forrow of heart 
have terioutly weighed within my felt; and certainly can 
zonclude nothing but a ſad and wotul diſtraction from God 
Almighty, to be rewarded in [larwes of Fire trom Heaven, into 
the boſoms of all tuch as perlevere therein, until their Jepar- 

turc hence, and be no more lecn. 

And therefore this 1s a warning and charge unto you, into 
5:61 hands ut may come, that you break off your ſins by tine- 

rePEMance, and [eek the Lord whilſt he may bc found, and 
«4 nt in diſcharge of my Conlcience in the botu ot God, that 
the Teſtimony of che truth of our God may be kept - over the 
heads of all dilobedient gainlay ers ; and that that holy hcaven- 
ly Principle, the Light of Chriſt Jeſus, un the Cohſciences of 
all people, may have its place and due Authority in your hearts 
and lives, to the etcrn(| Honour and Praiſe of fo gratious and 
bountiful a giver , and to your blefſednels and great felicity 
herein this life, and hercafter, when time w ith you ſhall be 


ho INore. 
Av God Almighty (the ſercher of our hearts ) knows to 


whoſe 


Saad 
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whoſe righteous, eternal, and everlaſting ſulvinent, we thall 
all ſhortly itanu, and for ever be concluded, that iny end and 
Intent herein 15 Gods glory and your lalvation ; this 1s my lole 
aid alone end amt 11:ent in this matter: And theretore bear 
with mc auttle in patience and quictoels of your Spirtts ; and 
let not your hearts be Iike a boyling pot, Lecaute 1 writc unto 
you whom men dijpiſc, and aim by Scorns called a Quiver ; 
tor be ir known unto you, that it lo you entertatn my hincs, 
and that innocent lve which draws my heart 1n gentlenels to 
viſit you, that you will be lett in the hardneis of your hearts 
the more to fill up the mealure of your iniquity, that Judg- 
ment may come upon ycu tor all your evil deeds. 

And now concerning what I have to write, or chicfly in- 
tend hereby, I thall write it as to two lorts of men, or as 1n two 
ſtates ani conditions, although they have different branches, 
yet (pringing from one and the felt lame root of evil, and not 
all ſinners according to one fimilitude , and thete I call Pro- 
phane and Proteſior: And by Prophane I intend tuch as make 
not a Profeſlion of Gudlinel(s, no more indeed, than thote that 
never heard of ſuch a thing, or as men without God 1n the 
world, as ſuch there are among(t you, their lives teſtthe unto 
me horcin ; and are ſuch as live in wildnels, ignorance, ditor- 
der and confuſicn ;, and cry, tuſh, who ſeerh? tuch, whole na- 


p, 


tures arc given way unto, which are not civil, but rude: And 


this ought not to be, and it is time for ſuch, not to walk as in . 


the diycs thit are palt, wherein fear that s holy, humility, to- 
briety and chaſtity were ſet at nought, for to poſſels and live 
in bad things, as lying, ſtealing, whoredome, wrath, drun- 
kenne(s, ſwearing, and many wicked things more, which is 8 
ſhime to any people, & a burthen to theCreanion of God,vexing 
the juſt and therighteous: And oh you untoward people, the 
ſound of thele things, & the evil effects thereot, how do I and 
many more paſs through rhe ſtreets and lanes, with the naule- 
ous 
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ous lmeit and burtlien ot them talling ; UpPn 12 z thr Which we 
CaIMIOL UL CTY UNntOrni he Lord our wo 1, vale iert; ne AY \ OPPret- 
lon 0); And tor theic things, the cryes aleend up from t!:c 
Nnocent fouls agamit you, and the ] ord is Weary of Intuit 
and wolld rid Ins Advert ry out of his way, and deitroy lun 
by the brightaels of In3 comng, who Worketli great Cvil it 
YOu, great fin and trantgretion agaialt God, and ag 5A YOU! 
YA toOuW Ss, andlTask-you, what good doth your di OI! 1c! 
Or Your ly caring, do You, ON any « thor of thotc eviis which 
VOu acclutiome Your [eV es unt; > Tamihre you are deprived 
thereby Of contort, Peace, nd .contcd here ; and which 1 
nore, 11 Nt rePented vi, and that YOUur COT TED be 5 fur: 
it be tov late, will certainly end 1 your rune aa dolirietion 
tor ever more. 

And theretore repent, repent of thee; vour abonminu:iwons, 
and lve nolonger in the tults of your own evil hearts, bur ld 
ve conſiderate of yuur waves and dowgs, ofthe teaden.y ind 
end of them ; four you arc not wholly wrapt up in 1g0or NC, 
the know led: re of tin and evil in lome meatiure ) you have 
EnoVugh tO CO ndemui V4 u, it Y 1 repetit not, it YOU PUT not a- 
wav the evil of vour 4, 10gs, and learn lobernels, jultnets, 
truth, and thote thing) which the Lord requires of you : tor 7 
have [lewenthce, O man (laith the Lords Prophet ) hat the 
Lora requires of rhec : and the Lords Hope, (which hc hath 
. ratied up) {.uth the fame to you now , this knowledge and 
underſtanding { 2s I laid ) in fome mealure you have , tor 
Vou your ſelves know, vou thould not Iwear, nor ly, nor teal, 
nor be drunk. nor violent ( as lately.lome to their ſhame ew? 
ed themnielves) and where will you hude you ? and what cloak 
will you take upon you ( tor C hriſt Jelus'the Judge 15 come ) 
to cover you trom his ali-lecing eye, trom whom im his light 

'ou have lecn thete things to be evil, to be bad, to bc againſt 


Im, and that you cannot ftand by them, but arc condemned 
| 11 
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in your felves for them, and cry out, God fororwe me, [han'! 


wot fear, or (ve arant, cr the like : but why then do you ? arc 
you atorcther ignorant, that they that know their Mafters 
wil nd th it not, are worthy tobebeaten with many ſtripes? 
no nut ignorant wholly, or altogether, for if fo, then no cry- 
in” to God for torgivencls would proceed from you ; for 
whore there 15 no Law, there 15 no tranſprefſion ; bur it ſeem; 
bees Low with you, and Tranſgrethon with you, and threre- 
fore \ ou cry out to the Lord ( whom you know you have fin- 
ned ag unſt ) tor forgiveneſs : fo this you well know, and are 
tot 190n0rant Of, 

And ths you [ye in great deſolation, and rake yeheed,' Teſt 
It prove a defolation for ever, and thar your ſcattered broken 
ſtate you never witnels the true Shepheards Crook to pull you 
out of it into that holv power which would (if you wonld 
{ubmit thereto) keep and prelerve you from that ſpirit of dark: 
nels, i2norance and protunenels which now you are poſſels'd 
and to fill'd with, and overcome by, 2s tht nv eſcape or de- 
liverance is by you known or ſought afrer, bur he the evil one, 
which hith ruled in your members, 11 a fad and woful mphr of 
tranſgrefſion, ſtill reigns and rules, as if you were made for 
his [crvice, and he as of right the juſt Lord and Rutter over you: 

Now you may underſtand that he that made you, made you 
for another purpoſe, and for 2nother end, as that which ſhnuld 
be profitable unto you, and of great advantage ( as namely, a 
Crown of Glory upon your heads, and that 1s that you ſhould 
terve him that made you, which is reaſonable, even that hea- 
venly bright and holy ſpirit of Wildome and power which 
formed you, and gave you being, -:nd underſtanding, and 
knowledge beyond the Beafts of the field, or the moſt cxcel- 
lent earthly Crearures and Bodies which te lee moving upon 
the face of the Earth, and that ſervice which he expe@ts from 


{ accepts, and receives of ) His Creatures, Man and Woman, 
5 
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1» Pertorme d m and by a PUIc, holy, contrite, linmble licart 
and ipiri, and that it may be the trum and product thereof, 
and not tht which iprings trom a corrupted heart and root ; 
2nd to that end, the Lord God hath belitowed upon mankind 
univertally ( without relpect to pcrivns') a mcature of holy- 
ne(s and purity, which 15 of his own nature and purity, and 
doth proceed trom him the Father ot Lights, to gather man a- 
F411 Out ot the {tate of Darkiicls and Jaarh ( where You are 
who walk in the luits of the flceth) into a Itate of glory, 1 1+ 
newed ſtate, where all things are become new, clear ai! 11h 


i 


to Wall 1n the Light thereot, 1nd plorious thinng: it) {hey 


4 


hearts: And to tius largely teſtitic the holy Scriptur: s, Which 
I doubt not but tome of you at loine time or other j1avo 14.40 
ſomewhat of; wherein it's laid, That the grace 0! (ol which 


brings Salvation, hath appc wed to all men, (Ut 1 HED 


then to you) teaching us (who were they) t' 14t be 
lieved in it and obeyed it, to deny ungodline!:: voridiy 
luits, and 1t would do the lanic tor you, ani re el] 
as they, to live foberly and righoutly 1 las (nt eval 


world, if you wouid bring vour aceds to ; 11 YOU iv cd not 
darknels rather than light, it you would bow Jo.n in heart 
and con{cience in obedience and til (ul million to it ; for it's 
work, and the very cnd of its buing given ( by the good giver 
of it) 15 tO repProve, CONVINCe, inſtruct, guide and rulcin righ- 
teoulnels ; and therein 15 1t to be fond and enjoyed, and the 
benetut that comes thereby, and not where you are in dilobe- 
dience, gainlaving, and rebellion ; for never any enjoyed it, 
or its teachings and Ieadings in ſuch a {tare (althoug 2h it knocks 
often, and calls to torſake death ) but by ſubmiſſion to irs pure 
holy teachings and requrings : and this 1s the Lords Meſlen- 


ger, and Ange | of 13 holy Power, by which he calls unto 


man to he: arken unto him, ( to forlake death and live ) that ſo 
tolundoth call to return : And this voize, it's ſaid 1s behund 
i BBY 7 man 
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man, who 15 gone forth from ir, (through the ſubrilty of tha! 
Serpent, who at hirit did, and (till doth deceive man, through 
mans hearkening unto him ) calling upon him to go back + 
gain, and to go home to the Fathers houle, and not to go 
torth, tor no teacher 15 ike unto him, as all who have come 
to his teaching, 1n this age, and um all ages paſt, have con- 
[tantly born witneis. 

But now you mult be willing ani obedicnt, if you would 


enjoy this innocent lite, tits Pearl of great price, this hope of 


Glory, than which, there is none beſides ; y/0u mult receive it 
according to the Couulel ot 1; own will : his Teſtimony 1s, 
I am come, not to {end Peace On the carth, but a Sword ; 
Fallen man cannot put forth 15 own hand to take of the Tree 
ot Lite and live, for there 15 a Sword, a flaming Sword par 11- 
to the hand of Cherubuns, wluch turns every way, to keep 
him from it ;, of this you may have rexd: Thus was Adam 10 
his tran{greſhon ſtopt , and be you atlured this Sword 1s not 
taken down, but ſtill turneth againſt you : I believe many of 
you at times feell che turning, or ſhaking of it againit you , 
which makes you to fear, to tremble, to be atraid ; and ſome 
to feel ſuch horrour, torment, and perplexity of i1pirit within 
you, when the thoughts or conſideration of death comes neer 
you, and who in your weaknels of body, on your ſick beds 
cry out, O that the Lord would ſpare me this time, I would take 
warning, and become a new Creature, andlive a more holy, [elf- 
denying life than ever 1 did , and thus oft times the flamingneis 
of it, and the ſharpneſs of it comes neer you, 'yea very nerr 
ougeven into your boloms , but the way to get tothe tree of 
life is not by a few falſe words and promiles, utter'd on'a ſick 
or dying bed, from an 1mpenitent deceitful heart, which beuig 
in tortnent wou'd have ſome cool water poured upon 'it: for 
I have ſometime:known, w hen ſome ſuch have been ſpared, 
(1nd let rhele my words enter into your — 
B who 
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"1 [19 arc cptcorned here: 'nN hey hve ſoon to1 OS God that 


(1193.91 then Y, and hatc retmuraed \ it] 1nore greed: CS to th. 

vl coonverianion, tir wil yy thojuit hind of God woy hired wy 
ttmar rebiikeo 090 oj ufem :; Fam em itfic lhewl to atoht O- 
VOL YVOUT Way es and comgs, Whnlit you have tunc: DuUtLNS b 
the ways, ONioan man, to thy wee oi tne Ipoken of ; 
return, Tuner on rom Tore C\11 Of Your wWaycs and doings, and 
kit, the $11. (thats to tay) embrace him, he arken <1 Oct 
ly in alt bow canes of Spirit and hunmuity of BORN Upun this his 
nth ing t:od wont, which is able alone to ive Your 


Duls, and n ae other, nor nothing clic; and here the toul 
ei {nach mutt die, and the udgment mitt be executed, 
and the flaming Sword hve its place, and do its work, hich 
15 quick and thirp, and divideth between Joynis and marry wy, 
foul and 1pirit, and 1s a diicerner of the thoughts w_ tents 
ot the hcart : can any thing cone more neer to a min ? feel ve 
ts, have ve tclt, or do ve teel this tharpnels, this quio'mnets; 

{ tor ut 1510 be telt ) thts dividing Sword of the Lord, which 

1 1des bet ecu a man and Is lovers, and know your lelves 
to be redeemed trom that Spirit of tran{greflion which hath ru- 
'd in your hearts, and vet does and has the dominion there, 
and know the Advertary 1s deſtroyed'by the brightnels of Is 
comeing, who comes to tinith tranigreſſion, and ro make an 
endot hn: Is time ter you this-to learn and know, and hap- 
py thall vou be, 1t now you come torth ro the help ot the Lord 
2g4in{t the mighty. and keep not back your luſts, plealures, 
nor ſinful {poris and pats-times, but.deny your ſelves in. thoſe 
things, and be willing and obedient, take the yoale of Chriſt 
upon you, and lcazn ot him, who taith, hold that. faſt which 
thou hait, tar you may eat the good of the good Land, the 
- promiſed Land of Reſt to your fouls, which To with Milk 
and Honey : but as 4; ac/ of old, could not go on, in hope to 
poſleſs the Land of Caray, but by paſſing trom E2ypr, through 
the 


f 
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the Red Sea, and a vaſt and weary Wildernetls, vicrcin Bret, 
exerciles, tryals and forrows wereg no more can ye inherit * 
({yubſtance ( the inheritance of the Sats 13 Light ) and poſte!s * 


chat peace, whuch the world can neuther give nor take av.ay, 
but by taking up the dayly Crols, and toilowing him, who (ard 
unto the woman that asked hun to have her rwo Sons to fir, 
the one ac his.right hand, and the other at, his left hand in his 
Kjng:dom : Can ye be Baptized, with thit Bipuim that I ſhall 
be By 11zed with? canye drink of that Cup that I ſhall drink 
0k2 4i 2 you willing totutfer with him, and to be made ike un- 


tun, who was a man of forrow, cvca like unto his dearh, 
- 1d 1 4 bear abuut in your budics the dying of the Lord Jeſus, 


Lat 10 through the dying, and the death, you may come to 
20 life, and che quicknings of it, aud 1ts virtue and holy 
01 74Lon, to tathion and mould you, to hit and prepare you 
[> wat Kingdom, tor that Crown and weight oh Ke R 
V {114644 4s laid gp in ſtore for all them that believe 1n Jeju$Chriſt, 


a9lylow him through the Regeneration : for (through the, 


being, 411de 4 telowihip with hin, 1n his, ſufferings, and rai- 
ſed unto |:fe by that eternal Spirit whuch raitled up Jeius from” 


tbe deac, thou mayeſt reign with him in his Glory, in his. 


blefledne:»,; and cternal life world without cnd. | 


- But ye my Neighbours and Acquaintance, Thave often ſeen 
] lrogether contrary, | 


ind taken nowyuc of s Sic and Lite i you a 


hereunto, as being, diſorderly, a ſcothng mocking Spirit, ©0 


Hhmaels nature abounding amongſt you, agriaſt the Spirtr of, 
the Lord, and us teachings, and moyangy , aganit me Wy 
2 and the Profgſors and Witne/- 


Light, of Jeius Chirilt wax | 
tes of it, wiuch hath and doth tend greatly 19.the grief and 
burthen of G.xds haly Spuit, which is teaching ,. and if you. 


hwe-not the Spirit of Chriſt, vou arc none, of, his ;* and this 


© © 
. 


your wackciſticn carriuge, and behavigup the. Lo od: wil ret h 
6/089 Your; bulpms, 1 the day whnru pag NT af Phy 
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Judgment with you, and then 1t will be unutterable fad for 
you ; and then you wv i!l tind your ſelves as far from an excule 
tor your lo dots, as the man was who was Jpeechlels, when 
IL 1d unto him, Fr imma, ow amet thou butler , not ha- 
ion theireddin? Gian nt? ths will be your ftate then , for 
[ tell vor, there 15 no excule now to be made, no pleading of 
I2norance now, no faying (although many foolith ignorant 
people will now to fay ) when the Lord gives grace, or when 
the Lords time 15 come, and when the Lord pleale to give us 
power, then fo and lo : but take ye notice, and let it be a 
Warning unto you, and an information ; the Grace of God is 
given, the true Light now ſhines, by which thou mayeſt tee, 
2nd know, and underitand the thinks that belong to thy 
peace , and theretore thur not thine eyes, {top not thine ears, 
told not thy arms and cry, Yer a litthte more fleep in fin, and 
ut the Jaits of this world, left God in Fudgment leave thee to 
be paſt feeling, 'and thou be ſhut up, and ſealed wp in utter 
darknels, where ſhall be weeping and wailing for ever more : 
Doth not Wiſdom cry ? dotl} not Underſtanding utter her 
voice ? bleſſed is the man that heareth me, watching dayly at 
my gates), and giving attendance at the'poſts of my doors 
for he that findeth me, fmdeth, life ; and the 45 ready to re-- 
ceive thoſe that wait for her, 2rd prevent rhoſe rhat early ſeek 
her, by firſt ſhewing her telf rmro them : ſo be not yo dull of 


hearing, ſhnt not your eyes trom beholding, Wiſdoms wayes , 


be not carcle!s in your Spirits and preſtmptuous, —_ away 
your pretious time in a hight mocking, ſcoffing Spirit, for ſuel- 
walk after their own ungodly hifts, but learn wilddom (which! 
is the ſear of the Lord) whilft you may, afd to redeem the 
time that you have miſ] _ , haveye a watchful careful mind 
and Spirit in the Lord, leaſt allo that little time which remams 
unto you, be likewiſe (pent in vain, and you paſs yo 
mto the pit, with the-workers of iniquity, ont of which rhere 
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= ſouls, that thereby your hearts: are rovaved, aRd: ma 
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's no Redemprion ; tor mans hite ſoon paſſeth 44 ay, n/>.4a6d tw,1 


ve (witter than a Weavers Shuttle, the twitt paſuig, away ut, 
which, many ot you have a certaun knowledge of ; aug | wal. 
terthan a Polt, that tarrieth not : and what, know you who 
thall live until to-morrow ? 1t 1s laid, to-day, whillt it is called 
to-day, the time prelent 1s only ours, all fleth is grals, and the 


glory of man as theflawer of the field z and doth not the graſs | 


{00n wither, and the flower ſoon tide, away? cven. luc }: 48,1 


this preſent certain-uncertain ſtate and lite ot ours, but the 
word of the Lord ( which David {aid hehid ia his hears, | that 
he might not fin againſt him.) endures tur ever, hide it like-. 
wife in your hearts, that ye may have it for your, ftnend. ig, the. 
moſt needful time, whiclt is at hand, and cannot, nor mult avt. 
be delayed. OT 

And now my mund is turned ( 1n tender love) towards you. 
Oye the pcople of Profeſſion, that make profeſſion of God arid. 


Chriſt, the holy Spirit and Scriptures of truth, O-chat ; 


$4 y 5098 | Y6, Were. 
tound in the poſſeſhon and inheritance of thele Df TY} 
much barrenaels of loul,” heayinels of -Spint, apd d | 1 
ſight and hearing might not abound among(t you.as there: 
does ; for inſtead of a gardeh drefſed'by the, hand. ofa sk 
Husbandmart,- you areas 2 held.ot a. Forrelt, where the hedae 
is brokerj down, pero 0s havechas; 
repoſe'; Oi thir, Þ oduld tay of yournhie pe.arg, 46:2, wateres 
that his dew; dew from heaven,” 1s-diſit}{ed mplentuoully into, 


ap for joy : but I (ce you like many feriveg Cries, lay 
ahd like #fmirful Land'turned:into þatretnels, forthe, wp 
neſs of them that dwell.therein': For, .Friends,.af. tothe 
you be brought, crookedneis and, peryerine(s dothy, 

and the Ax muſt come upon.you, you-will be 
the Lords heaven}. bailaing 4140d-wiicn you, are: wel 


0 


(14) 
ballance of the Sanctuary, vou are ſound to I1gitt g fothat af 
{urcdly, the hand writing, upon the wall 15 a5 certainly agaunt 
yOu, as it was aganmt Br//pzz204, and the Kingdom will be ta- 
ken from you : and theretore I, your Neighbour and Friend, 
do countel and adiile you, as one who hath received great 
mercy and kindie(s of the Lord, to recurn and come trom thotc 
things, wherein you have exeraicd your it]ves, and have a 
lifein; things withour tubltance, litc or viruuc, unto lum that 
(earcheth your hearts, that (tands at the door and knueks ; why 
ſhould he nor be let 1n? for he tpeaketh on this wile, it any 
man hear my voice, and opens the door tome, I will come in- 
to tirf; and fup/with him, and he with me, and 15/not this en- 
comagement envugh-to latistie your iouls, and to aniwer his 
detire, 1 letting hun in, tor his preſence giveth lite, and at his 
right hand are plealvres tor ever more: he thew's unto man ht 
thoughts; and inakes manite(t what 15 reprovable ; 1 lay, at the 
doorhe {tindsand knocks; operye-unto him, and inthe humi- 
liry of your hearts, and let not Iis'wooings be ary longer-fligh- 
red by you + yea, be ye open, yeeveriatting gates, that the ho- 
ly one may enter in, and dilpile not Ins lowly appearance, brt 
{tt ye down under his thaddow,' and his truit wall be {weet to 


artafte ; come; . come (away from the barren Mountains,, 


wherethe peſture: of - life &'nor enjoyed, -and come tatte, with 
me and'many thouſands more, how good he 15, antd ice and be- 


hold how lovely ke'is, and beauriful altogether; fur I muſt cell. 


you, that your -Forms, your Ordinances 2nd Oblcrvations, 
which 'wF & 

kels things, cthpty end:-void of: the Spirit of Lite, :ygaempty 
ſotttids/and nations;if0 that your withering, 15 iveny the-eover- 
mg wherewith you cover your:{clves is not of the Spit of che 


Lord, and your n#k«dnels doth appear, your darknels 15 felt, in- 


which you grope after that { pamely.grerval. life.) whigh- you 
cant attire rthoreity che lite wavified;the hyly gre Is at- 


cence? 


ave {et- up to worſhip the Lord in, arc litelels lap- 


© Teas Me Hos. FLA Be: 
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(15) 
cended © cr it all, and his cry is ugto man, and unto the fon 
ot men, Worthip God, give glory and humour unto his Name, 
who made the heavens aud the corth.; tor heſecketh tuck to 
worth him, and 18 the fpir and in the ruth it muſt be per 
turmcd : therciore ceale ye trom the works of your own hands, 
and cealc yo irom the man whoic breath 1s 11 bus nuttrils, tor 
wherein ts he to be accounted of ? truly.my Iricnds, not at all, 


p Fu . . b n 
I have tryed ahem ; I have trycdilicntun the day of my dittrels, 


when the heart-{urcher found ime our, and when he arulc to 
Jud; nent, who pleads with all lethby burning and devouring 
tyc, then my 1nquity became my burthen, and my foul waut- 
ed aS1iviour, 2nd a thouſand worlds ( had-Ihad.them ) would 
L have parted with for the boſom of thus beloved, T.rryed- tid 
ouc, and then another, and found them tort of giving foud 
t my loul, or Philitians of value, the be{t of them {o account- 
el ot, then faid I unto the Lord, Lift up thou the light of 
thy countenance upon me, Lighten mine eyes, Q Lord, left 1 
ſleep the fleep of dezth : and whullt I read. the Scriptures lidid 


. clearly ec, tirat I was ſhort of that blefled lite, in whuch the 


righte: us obtuned the Promutes z and Ia poor milerable cap- 
tive (whoſe captivity had been long and grievous) cryed out 
before. the Lord, in diſtrels. which is unutterable, ang. laid 
Surely thy lovc, 1n ſending Tell us Chriſt into the world ta ſave 
ſinners, is in vain as to me, for I have not the bengfit thereof -- 
4 ſad time it was, mournigg and forraw was as my dayly food, 
andin diftrcls aad grief I\nourned out many of. my.d.ycs and 
nights before the Lord, wha lane knew my forruw,, and unto 
whom alone my ſoul cryed for rclict, and at length, he; w 
pleaſed to-iborten thoſe dayes, and fatisfic: ny Joul. (zo th 
dayly waiting upon him) with-his gaodnels,-;-- . : 1... - 
And now, Friends, in the holy {ence and bleſſed! effedt rhere- 
of, doth my foul thus Iabour for you, that you allo may be ag- 


- yo 


eouraged to truſt alone inthe. Name ef,the Lo aleg, th 
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winch 1s not afar oft but necr you, and in you, to work your 
works for you, that he may deliver your touls from the pir, 
and pluck your tect out of the mire and clay, where they ftick 
tait whatever you thiok, and will thick faſt, it not unto him 
you aniwer whultt he calls, who doth enlighten you, that (© 
through Is heavenly ſhinings into your hearts, you may there- 
by in hum believe and be ſaved, with an everlaſting ſalvation. 

And, Friends, you pretend to Returmation, and to Separa- 
tion ; but trom what, and to what ? the voice and cry of the 
Holy One ( who 15 going torth to {lay with the Sword of his 
mourl, thoſe his enemies, that will not that he ſhould reign ) 
is, Come out of Bzhy/o7 my people, be not partaker with her 
in her lins, left ye allo res with her in her [Judgments , 
and be ye leparated, and touch no unclean thing ( mark that 
word, no unclean thing) and I will be your God, and ye ſhall be 
my pcople : now 1s 1t thus with you, are you 11 fuch a Sepa- 
ration? are you thns core out from amongtt them? or in 
what doth your Separation and Refturmation conſiſt? can ron 
before the Lord, the Searcher of your hearts, in his holy tear 
an{wer yea, or arc not you rather at a ttand in your icives, as 
knowing that it 15 not thus with you indecd, bur are driwing 
neer with your lips, and your hearts in the mean ticce tar re- 
moved from him, truſting in the thoughts of your own hearts, 
and in the Arm of fleſh, ( vain man) who dawb with untem- 

red Morter, who can be remove into 4 corner, and who to 

cd their own bellies, ſtarve their ſouls, keepuig you from the 
true Biſhop and Shepherd of them , 1t it be not thus with you, 
and that whilft you Profeſs a Separation from the world, you 
intend not fromthe evil of the world, bur live inthe Love and 
Friendſhip of the world, ( which is enmiry againſt God ) and 
ſet thereby 2t naught him, who hath the power, and calls un- 
to you to ſeparate you by his Light and Gracc in your Conſc1- 
ences, Why rc you ſo Conformable to this preſent evil world, 


. 
: 
s 
+ 
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as you arc, in its Faſhions, Cuſtoms and Delights? and ought 
you not rather to be transformed by the renewing of your minds, 
that ye nay prove what 1s the gruod will of God, and learn a bris 
dle to your tongues, (thote unruly inembers) which let tle whole 
Couric 0: nature on ue and fo let a watch before the door of 
your mouths, that you may not offend in your words, but be flow 
to {pcal;, and (wilt to hear him that ipeaks trom heaven, and flow 
to (peak befureIum who ought of right to have the preheminence 
In al things in you : 'The marks of Chrilt Jetus, do they appear 
n your torehcads, or Is lovely-lowly telt-denying Image, who 15 
meek and lowly 1n hert, and fad, My Kingdom 1s not of this 
world, it iny Kingdom were of this world, then would my Ser- 
vants fight : Contider well of this, leatt yours be of this world, 
and that your portton be 1n this lite, 

But my Friends, much might be writ and} brought to your 
view and conliderition, but the tum, and that winch concerns 
you to know & expuricicce 1s, there ought to be a dayly watching 
In the light of the Lord Jeilis Chrit, aguaſt every appearance of 
evil; adayly taking up the Crofs tolelt; a dayly dying, and a 
dayly mortitying , yea, and a Gayly quickning, and a dayly re- 
newing, and a dayly growing and increaſing inthe grace of God, 
that moritication may be known, and lived in, of the luſts and 
vile affections, and a being born again, and a dayly putting onthe 
Lord Jelus Clhrilt, and a dayly walking not after the fleſh but at- 
ter the Spirit, it 10 be that ye would come to the 1nheritance of the 
Saints in Light, and to know what it 15 to be born again not of 
morcal tecd, but of unmortal; and to know that bread, & to cat of 
it, which comes down trom Heaven , and to drink of that water 
which they that drink of. thirſt no more , tor it1s 1n._ fuch; as do, 
a well of living water, ſpringing up into everlaſting lite ; and ſoa 
conformity to Ins holy v. ill you ought to witnels, who is. the 
ſalvation of God , preparcd before the face of all people y'8 
Light (as good old. $:imz20x aid!) ro. lighten 'the Geatades, 
to hghten 'thtir eee i dur!.of the: Darknels, and tobe the 


of by peopic Iſrael ; EI name; whowalk 1n 
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Light, who paſs their ſojourning here in his fear, and in his wif. 
dome ; whole conver! tions hew that they leck tor a Ci ity whoſe 
maker and builder is Ge: i + chele are they who! walk in the Light 
of the Lord, and do not ae Ir, nor {tumble at it, putting Dark- 
nels tor Light, and Light tor Darknels , with Vhoinibe ICCrcts Of 
the Lord arc, to w nom he thess forth his Cov enant, and brings to 
Ins Mer. -{eat ; tecds y 1th his dayly bread, waters with his holy 
dew trom abc, wate hethov er tor 00d; dircets by Its eye, leads 
on by Ju 15 SPIN; «pps »11.4!l te mptation, periceutions and 0747 
Ns; and hoally Crowns with his Crown, his lite and Glory, ut 
thc Kin gdome ot his Lather, 

An theretore bu v the Truth, and give al tyr it without gradg- 
ang . tor whaths to be c: wnparcd to 1t ! ne1ther Silver, C l L, NUC 
Preti us Stones: 14 coniider ye, let underſtanding have lace 
In You, for It 15 laid, hoc every one that thirlteth come. | [UV Wine 
and Milk without Money and without Price; and who will, let 
him take of the water of lite treelv. And now remember ye the 
voung man and his cale; who came { 1t 15 laid) running to ſetus, 
and | ud, Good Maſter, What thall T do that I may 1nherit eternal 
[ite ? and Telus laid unto him, thou knowelt the Command- 
ments, and he aniwered, all thetic things I have obterved from 
my yauth, and ]ctus loved him, and id; one thing 1s lacking un- 
torhee, go and (ell all that thou haſt, and come tollow me, and 
take up the Crols , here Jctus came neer unto him : now here is 
tomething, v hich mav be 1aid to be, and is your cale, as to the 
one thing lacking ; the telling ot all, following Jeſus, and raking 
up the Cro! . the want of which | is the caulc of that woful dark- 
nels, worldlynels and ignoxance that is amongtt too many of you, 
and hard it 1s to make you to beheve 1t : but It is {2id, that the 
young man who came runmng to Jelus, had great Poſſtlions,and 
ſo was 12d, at what was {aid unto him, and went away forrowful, 
and ſo have you, but your Poſſefſions and Ins differ much, and yet 
how unwilling are you to come to Jelus, fell all, takeup the Croſs 
and follow him but the mail that {old all to buy che held where- 

m was the Pearl was a wiſe many and well infiruccd wa the things 
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Eyc-falye that you may fee, and find w hite Rayment, that your. 
nakednels may be covered, of Jcius. Chriſt whilſt oe. fverla L 
coun{el thee to buy of me, leſt ye remain 1n blyndnels md naked. 
nels, until no eye pitties You. | 

And lo this 1s a certain living Teſtynoy, unto the univerlal 
Love of Gud in Jeſus Chriſt, to the Souls of all men ; which [ 
countel you to cuntider of in ſecret, orin your Clolets betorc the 
Lord, who f{carcheth 'the heart, that io your ſuuls may have & 
place to reſt in, which is true, and 1n truth, and abidzs and re- 
mains over all imaginary, falſe, and inſecure hideing places,. 
v hich now you are {hort of, in uncertainties, doubts lumetimes,, 
and fears, your own thoughts and vain hopes, whuch will prove 
at lathas void and empty of foul fatisfaction, aud aſſurance un il, 
able in the hour of nced ant great diſtreſs, which huieh rats 
upon you, as ſparks of your own kindling, which thote that Ki 
them, notwithſtanding, muſt le down in torrow, 

And is likewile my touls delire in the Lord, ,in his Lave; in tens 


derncis and plainuels unto you, that you txult no longer your pre. 


tious Souls thort ( or without ) thargreat ſalvation whiehys.eyers 
laſting, in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who inligltens you, that all 
theſe that believe in him, might not periſh, but have everlaſting 
te ; and remember what 1s written, whillt, you have the. light, 
believe inthe Light, that you may becomechuldren of . elght, 
wherein no occalion of (tumbling 15 ;. and hope," as' cohioerny 
ſome of you, my love herein ſhall not altogether be as aero 
upon the ground, which cannot be gathered up agun , for 15 there 
nut an honeſt heart that will conſider ? a breathing loul that wants 
peace with the Lord, that will conſider ? a thirſty wounded ſpirit, 
that wants truc balm, that will conſider? or a blind man that 
wants ? is ſight, that will confider rhefe things, wilt ſeriouſly pon- 
der thele things, to icek and to ſearch, that they may attain unto 
the truth, that will not be as the ſtony ground, where no true en- 
trance can be had ; nor as Subjects of the Prince of the Aire, from 


whom theſe thungs mgy 
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which belonged to his eternal peace; and.you ſhall dowellto buy -. 
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knows whence it comes,” for whither it-goes; ſo inconflant and = 
unſettled is the minds of ſuch, ' bur rather make diligerit ſearch 
and" {erioully- examino, ' what i4 here m true kindoels (nit vile! 
them, and offered to their «duo and weighty confideritio!), 'and 
wherein Gods witnels anſwers in your hearts and conluzences, to! 
the truth, neceſſity andkindrels thereof, fo rreceive ye, to blieve 
and walk, that in all things, whieh-you pur your hands untc;, his 
heavenly, holy, Immaculate! : »Pearance m yov, may be by Yor 
eyed, balieved in, and conſtantly 5beyed, in a holy ftcdfaft tith- 
fulnels, and diligence, to'walk beture him in the Light, 95 Chil- 
dren of the Light, whereunto you are called, and exh1 reed + nin- 
til you have made: your calling andelettion fure, ad wrought 
out your Salvation with feer/and trembling: for know ye,” thar 
our God 1s a con{trmng Fire, and will in no.wile acquit the wick- 
e&d and ungodly, bur rend&& Tribulation 'and' Atiguith to every 
foul that doth evil.------- | 

Solomon prayed tor Wildom to the Lord, and was heard in thar 
which he prayed; and'in' his Proverbs he thus faith; 7 p4fed 
by the Fie! the Sloathfol, and by rhe Vineyard of the Map d.- 

irate of Underſtanding, unÞ/v'it was «ll grown over with Therns, 
and Nettles had covered: the face therenf,, ina the Stone will was 
broken down : Then I beheld\and conſidered it well, 1 looked uno it 
and recefred Inſtrufiion: Yet alHble Sheep, a little S 1umber, .1 lite 
the foldixg of the hands to Sleep tt So thy Poverty: rometh as on 
that Travelleth by the' way, and thy 'Neceffty like un Armed 


"1 
, 


me ” 
—_ 
a. tr. IA. ih. 
WV 


PEESrgs © 2 5f Ex Ji +1125; 


hk. coat. 


IB 3 IT: #5 #-@ bop Top | 
| BY o if. mat ab Fa 
| | DANCLY (11234 $1378 7d Ialliiss 7 PEA 
_ | : | SY # 1 - 4: b * M | ” \\ £4 , 
1207. 9113 13 Int 264 10 cfoidue 2g 10n ; bout 2y 152 $93 2 
laar ud wy 4 m—_ RTE 44 a 
112773 4 SWWWwnr,., eat LIME SBA ©0516 42 - j9s ) 5 Þ . 4. 
W's yy e: 
as wt 
a G 


*5 V - Py 
EL Cad 


Js 
m 4 "Tok 
a he , 


A Short 


_ Teſtimony 


FROM 4 

Some of thaſe that are come to the Obe- . ſh 

. dience of the Goſpel, * j 
Againſt all falle Liberty in Youth (or whoftt® ' 


" & may concern) amongſt us that makethe 
Croſs of Chriſt of none Effet, and the 
pretious way of Truth ſcem a light 


ching and oa ſpoken of by them ) 
- which'Ate wichour, &c. | F 


E who arecome to the Goſpecl-day, the 
"AF, Day of Gods Power, which Power is 
=” the Goſpel, eyen the Diſpenſation of 


2 ug the Goats and. that 


